
Neil Franz of Albany (Farming Township) seeks election in District 4. Franz 
served as a senior business lawyer and CEO for a Central Minnesota law 
firm for 36 years. He has been an active member of the Cooperative for 21 
years, serving on the Member Engagement Group and attending several 
Annual Meetings.  

He participates in the Cooperative’s EnergyWise® Dual Fuel, Cycled Air 
Conditioning, Storage Space Heating and Stored Water programs. He also 
contributes to the Operation Round Up® program.

Franz remains very active in the community, currently serving as the 
president of the Minnesota Nordic Ski Association and as a board member 
of Quiet Oaks Hospice House, the Avon Hills Folk School and St. John’s 
Outdoor University, respectively. Since 1981, he has continuously served 
and held leadership roles for a variety of community, civic and charitable 
organizations, which included serving as supervisor and chair of the 
Farming Township Board of Supervisors for six years. 

If elected, Franz believes the Cooperative should focus on preparing for the 
orderly transition away from coal-based generation, meeting the increased 
demand in the transportation sector, and increasing security on substation 
equipment and infrastructure. He believes Stearns Electric should continue 
to meet its goal of reliably distributing electricity to members at a fair price. 
 
“My training and experience have prepared me to be an effective voice on 
the Stearns Electric Association Board of Directors.”
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