
Jerry Fries of St. Cloud (St. Joseph Township) seeks re-election in District 
9. Fries has worked at Malco Products SBC for the last 39 years. He has 
been a member of the Cooperative for 35 years, serving on the Board of 
Directors for the past nine years and on the Member Engagement Group 
prior to that. Fries earned his Credentialed Cooperative Director (CCD) and 
Board Leadership Certificate (BLC) through the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA).

He participates in the Cooperative’s EnergyWise® Dual Fuel, Cycled Air 
Conditioning and Stored Water Heating programs. He also participates in 
the Operation Round Up® and SolarWise Community Solar programs.

Fries volunteers annually for the Joe Town Rocks 4th of July parish 
fundraiser, helping with set-up, clean-up and general operations. He is also 
involved on several different committees at his workplace. 

If re-elected, Fries agrees with the current Cooperative mission statement 
of providing competitively priced and reliable electric service, together 
with innovative energy solutions and an excellent member experience, 
and supports returning both Stearns Electric and Great River Energy 
Capital Credits back to Cooperative member-owners. He would consider 
adding a component of safety, where Stearns Electric is an obvious leader. 
Additionally, Fries feels other focus areas of Stearns Electric could include 
embracing new technology, continuing to update Cooperative infrastructure 
and getting more members signed up for energy-saving programs and 
services.

“I’m a reliable, responsible and responsive person. With my work experience 
and experience of working on different committees over my lifetime, I know 
what it takes to get along with individuals, digest different information and 
work towards a common goal for the Cooperative member-owners.”
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